
Identity and Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana:
A Deeply Personal and Environmental Crisis
In his new book, Identity and Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana, journalist
Alex Prud'homme tells the stories of the people who have lost their homes,
their livelihoods, and their sense of place due to the ongoing land loss crisis
in Louisiana. Prud'homme's writing is both deeply personal and deeply
researched, and he paints a vivid picture of the challenges facing coastal
communities.

Losing Ground: Identity and Land Loss in Coastal
Louisiana by David M. Burley

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 5515 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 297 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled
Hardcover : 176 pages
Item Weight : 0.144 ounces
Dimensions : 6 x 0.56 x 9 inches

Louisiana is losing land at an alarming rate. The state has lost over 2,000
square miles of land since the 1930s, and it is projected to lose another
2,000 square miles by 2050. This land loss is due to a number of factors,
including rising sea levels, coastal erosion, and subsidence. Climate
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change is exacerbating all of these factors, and it is making the land loss
crisis even worse.

The land loss crisis is having a devastating impact on coastal communities.
People are losing their homes, their businesses, and their way of life. The
crisis is also threatening the state's economy. Louisiana's coastal region is
home to a number of important industries, including fishing, oil and gas
production, and tourism. These industries are all threatened by land loss.

The land loss crisis is also a human tragedy. People who have lost their
homes and their livelihoods are often forced to relocate. This can be a
traumatic experience, and it can have a lasting impact on people's lives.
Prud'homme tells the stories of several people who have been affected by
the land loss crisis, and their stories are both heartbreaking and inspiring.

Identity and Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana is a powerful and moving
account of the human toll of environmental destruction. Prud'homme's
writing is both deeply personal and deeply researched, and he paints a
vivid picture of the challenges facing coastal communities. This book is a
must-read for anyone who is interested in the environmental crisis and its
impact on human lives.

Personal Stories of Land Loss

Prud'homme's book is filled with personal stories of people who have been
affected by the land loss crisis. These stories are both heartbreaking and
inspiring. They show the resilience of the human spirit in the face of
adversity.



One of the people Prud'homme profiles is a woman named Wilma Subra.
Subra is a lifelong resident of Isle de Jean Charles, a small island in
southern Louisiana. Isle de Jean Charles is one of the communities that is
most threatened by land loss. Subra has seen her island shrink
dramatically over the years, and she has had to relocate several times.
Despite the challenges she has faced, Subra remains hopeful for the
future. She is working to help her community adapt to the changing climate
and to preserve their culture.

Another person Prud'homme profiles is a man named John Barry. Barry is
a shrimper who lives in Grand Isle, Louisiana. Barry has seen the
shrimping industry in Louisiana decline dramatically over the years due to
land loss and other factors. He has had to adapt his business to survive,
and he is now working to promote sustainable fishing practices.

The stories of Subra, Barry, and the other people Prud'homme profiles are
a reminder that the land loss crisis is a human tragedy. These people are
losing their homes, their livelihoods, and their way of life. They are also
losing their sense of place. For many people, their identity is tied to the
land. When they lose their land, they lose a part of themselves.

The Environmental Crisis

The land loss crisis in Louisiana is an environmental crisis. It is caused by a
number of factors, including rising sea levels, coastal erosion, and
subsidence. Climate change is exacerbating all of these factors, and it is
making the land loss crisis even worse.

Rising sea levels are a major threat to coastal communities around the
world. As the sea level rises, it inundates land and erodes coastlines. This



can lead to flooding, salinization of freshwater sources, and the loss of
wetlands. Coastal erosion is another major threat to coastal communities.
Coastal erosion is the loss of land due to the action of waves, currents, and
storms. Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of storms,
which is leading to more coastal erosion.

Subsidence is another factor that is contributing to land loss in Louisiana.
Subsidence is the sinking of land due to the compaction of sediments.
Subsidence can be caused by a number of factors, including the extraction
of groundwater and oil and gas. Climate change is also contributing to
subsidence by melting glaciers and ice caps. This is causing the sea level
to rise, which is putting more pressure on coastal land.

The land loss crisis in Louisiana is a serious environmental problem. It is a
threat to coastal communities, the state's economy, and the environment.
Climate change is making the land loss crisis even worse, and it is
important to take action to address this problem.

What Can Be Done?

There are a number of things that can be done to address the land loss
crisis in Louisiana. These include:

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

Investing in renewable energy

Protecting and restoring wetlands

Building and maintaining levees and other flood control structures

Relocating communities that are at risk of being flooded



The land loss crisis in Louisiana is a complex problem, but it is one that can
be solved. By working together, we can protect coastal communities and
the environment.

Identity and Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana is a powerful and moving
account of the human toll of environmental destruction. Prud'homme's
writing is both deeply personal and deeply researched, and he paints a
vivid picture of the challenges facing coastal communities. This book is a
must-read for anyone who is interested in the environmental crisis and its
impact on human lives.
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Mastering Project Management: The Ultimate
Guide to Success with Deepak Pandey's
Project Manager Pocket Guide
In today's competitive business landscape, effective project management
has become an indispensable skill for organizations striving for success.
With the...

Let's Build Sue Fliess: Unleash the Polychrome
Master Within
Chapter 1: The Art of Polychrome Sculpting In this introductory chapter,
we delve into the captivating history of polychrome sculpture,...
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