
Sailors' Tragedy: The Sinking of HMS Prince
of Wales and HMS Repulse

On December 10, 1941, just days after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the
British battleships HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse were sunk by
Japanese torpedo bombers in the South China Sea. The sinking was a
major blow to the British Royal Navy and a devastating loss of life, with
over 800 sailors killed.
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The Prince of Wales and Repulse had been sent to Singapore to deter
Japanese aggression in the Far East. However, the ships were poorly
equipped for anti-aircraft defense and were vulnerable to air attack. On the
morning of December 10, they were attacked by a wave of Japanese
torpedo bombers. The Prince of Wales was hit by six torpedoes and the
Repulse was hit by four. Both ships sank within minutes.

The sinking of the Prince of Wales and Repulse was a major turning point
in the Pacific War. It showed that the British Royal Navy was no longer able
to dominate the seas in the face of Japanese air power. The sinking also
had a profound impact on the morale of the British people, who had already
been shaken by the fall of Singapore.

In the aftermath of the sinking, there was a public outcry in Britain. The
government was accused of failing to provide the ships with adequate air
defense. There were also calls for an inquiry into the disaster.

An inquiry was eventually held, but it failed to produce any clear answers.
The sinking of the Prince of Wales and Repulse remains one of the most
controversial episodes in British naval history.

The Ships
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The HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse were two of the most
powerful battleships in the British Royal Navy. The Prince of Wales was
launched in 1939 and the Repulse was launched in 1916. Both ships were
over 700 feet long and displaced over 35,000 tons.

The Prince of Wales and Repulse were armed with a variety of guns,
including 14-inch main guns, 5.25-inch secondary guns, and anti-aircraft
guns. However, the ships were not well-equipped for anti-aircraft defense.
They had only a few anti-aircraft guns and no radar.

The Battle

On December 10, 1941, the Prince of Wales and Repulse were attacked by
a wave of Japanese torpedo bombers. The attack took place in the South
China Sea, about 100 miles off the coast of Malaya.

The Japanese torpedo bombers were launched from the aircraft carriers
Akagi and Kaga. The bombers were divided into two groups. The first
group attacked the Prince of Wales and the second group attacked the
Repulse.

The Prince of Wales was hit by six torpedoes and the Repulse was hit by
four. Both ships sank within minutes. Over 800 sailors were killed in the
attack.

The Aftermath

The sinking of the Prince of Wales and Repulse was a major blow to the
British Royal Navy. It showed that the British were no longer able to
dominate the seas in the face of Japanese air power.



The sinking also had a profound impact on the morale of the British people,
who had already been shaken by the fall of Singapore. There was a public
outcry in Britain and the government was accused of failing to provide the
ships with adequate air defense.

An inquiry was eventually held into the disaster, but it failed to produce any
clear answers. The sinking of the Prince of Wales and Repulse remains
one of the most controversial episodes in British naval history.

Survivors' Accounts

There are a number of survivors' accounts of the sinking of the Prince of
Wales and Repulse. One survivor, Able Seaman John Smith, described the
attack as follows:

“"I was on the bridge of the Prince of Wales when the
Japanese attacked. We were hit by a torpedo almost
immediately. The ship started to sink very quickly. I jumped
overboard and swam to a lifeboat. I was in the water for
several hours before I was rescued."”

Another survivor, Petty Officer Tom Jones, described the sinking of the
Repulse as follows:

“"I was in the engine room of the Repulse when the Japanese
attacked. We were hit by several torpedoes and the ship
started to sink very quickly. I managed to escape from the



engine room and swim to the surface. I was picked up by a
lifeboat a few hours later."”

The sinking of the Prince of Wales and Repulse was a tragedy that claimed
the lives of over 800 sailors. The disaster had a profound impact on the
course of the Pacific War and on the morale of the British people.
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