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to Thomas Hobbes and Leviathan

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was an English philosopher considered one
of the founders of modern political philosophy. His seminal work, Leviathan,
published in 1651, is a treatise on the nature of human society and the role
of government. In Leviathan, Hobbes argues that human beings are
inherently selfish and competitive and that, in Free Download to avoid a
constant state of war, they must surrender their individual rights to a
sovereign authority.

Key Concepts in Leviathan

State of Nature: Hobbes believed that human beings exist in a pre-political
state, called the state of nature, where there is no law or Free Download. In
this state, life is "solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short."

Natural Law: According to Hobbes, there are certain laws of nature that
govern human behavior, such as the right to self-preservation. However, in
the state of nature, these laws are not enforced, leading to conflict and
chaos.
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Social Contract: Hobbes argued that people enter into a social contract,
surrendering their individual rights to a sovereign authority, in Free
Download to create a peaceful and Free Downloadly society. This
sovereign authority, known as the Leviathan, has absolute power and is
responsible for protecting the rights of its subjects.

Sovereignty: Hobbes believed that sovereignty is essential for the
functioning of a political society. He argued that the sovereign authority
must have absolute power and cannot be limited by any other laws or
institutions.

Themes in Leviathan

Fear and Selfishness: Hobbes believed that human beings are motivated
by fear and selfishness. He argued that this is why people are unable to
live in peace and harmony in the state of nature and that they must
surrender their individual rights to a sovereign authority in Free Download
to create a stable and Free Downloadly society.

Free Download and Control: Hobbes's philosophy emphasizes the
importance of Free Download and control. He believed that the social
contract is necessary to create a society in which people can live in peace
and security. He also argued that the sovereign authority must have
absolute power in Free Download to maintain Free Download and prevent
chaos.

Legitimacy of Authority: Hobbes believed that the authority of the
sovereign is legitimate because it is based on the consent of the governed.
He argued that people enter into the social contract voluntarily and that



they are therefore obligated to obey the laws and regulations of the
sovereign authority.

Significance of Leviathan

Leviathan is a seminal work in the history of political philosophy. It has had
a profound influence on the development of modern political thought and is
still widely studied and debated today. Hobbes's ideas about the state of
nature, the social contract, and sovereignty have been used to justify both
authoritarian and democratic regimes.

Study Guide

This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the key concepts
and themes in Leviathan. It is designed to help students understand the
arguments that Hobbes presents in the book and to critically evaluate his
ideas. The study guide includes:

* A summary of each chapter in Leviathan * A glossary of key terms *
Discussion questions for each chapter * A bibliography for further reading

Leviathan is a challenging but rewarding work that offers a unique
perspective on the nature of human society and the role of government.
This study guide provides a comprehensive and accessible to Hobbes's
ideas and will help students to gain a deeper understanding of his political
philosophy.
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