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The MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology (LMB) is one of the world's
leading research institutions in the field of molecular biology. Since its
foundation in 1947, the LMB has been at the forefront of groundbreaking
discoveries in areas such as DNA structure, gene expression, and protein
synthesis.

Throughout its history, the LMB has been committed to supporting and
promoting women in science. In a field that has often been dominated by
men, the LMB has provided a supportive and inclusive environment for
women scientists to thrive and make significant contributions to the field.

Pioneering Women of the LMB

One of the most famous women scientists to work at the LMB was Rosalind
Franklin. Franklin's X-ray crystallography studies of DNA were essential in
helping James Watson and Francis Crick to discover the double helix
structure of DNA in 1953.

Another pioneering woman scientist at the LMB was Brenda Maddox.
Maddox was a biochemist who made significant contributions to our
understanding of the structure and function of proteins. She was also a
passionate advocate for women in science and served as the LMB's first
female director from 1977 to 1982.

Women Scientists Today

The LMB continues to be a leader in promoting women in science. Today,
over half of the LMB's scientific staff are women, and women hold many
senior positions within the organization.



Some of the outstanding women scientists currently working at the LMB
include:

Anne McLaren: A developmental biologist who made pioneering
contributions to our understanding of mammalian embryonic
development.

Mary Osborn: A cell biologist who is known for her work on the
structure and function of the cytoskeleton.

Louise Johnson: A biochemist who is known for her work on the
structure and function of RNA.

Christiane Nusslein-Volhard: A developmental biologist who won the
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1995 for her work on the
genetic control of embryonic development in Drosophila.

Elizabeth Blackburn: A molecular biologist who won the Nobel Prize
in Physiology or Medicine in 2009 for her work on the telomere and the
enzyme telomerase.

Jennifer Doudna: A biochemist who won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry
in 2020 for her work on the development of the CRISPR-Cas9 gene-
editing system.

The MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology has a long and distinguished
history of supporting and promoting women in science. The women
scientists who have worked at the LMB have made significant contributions
to the field of molecular biology and have inspired generations of future
scientists.



The LMB is committed to continuing to support and promote women in
science. We believe that diversity is essential for scientific excellence, and
we are proud to be a part of the movement to create a more inclusive and
equitable scientific community.
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